NAPOLEON:   THE  LAST  PHASE
formed a part of the disastrous expedition to Quibe-ron, and on his escape thence gave lessons in London, where he published a historical atlas, which proved remunerative. After the Eighteenth of Bru-maire he returned to France, served under Berna-dotte, and became a chamberlain and councillor of state. On Napoleon's first abdication he refused to adhere to the resolution of the council of state deposing the Emperor (although he accepted from Louis XVIII. a commission as captain in the French navy), and retired to England. During the Hundred Days he returned, of course, to Paris, and, after Waterloo, besought Napoleon to take him to St. Helena. Born three years before his master, Las Cases survived him twenty-one, dying in 1842.
We give these facts in detail, because they explain the preference which causes such jealousy. Las Cases belonged to the old nobility, he had served in the navy before the Revolution, he had been involved in the Emigration, he had seen much of England, and was thus able to satisfy Napoleon's insatiable curiosity on phases of life with which he had had no personal contact. Moreover, Las Cases was a man of the world. He had fought, gambled, and travelled, had seen life in the hundred-sided character of a needy and ingenious exile, and had observed the empire and its court from a much more independent situation than Napoleon's. Besides, he adored his master, had no secrets from him, regarded him as superhuman and divine. We have seen, indeed, that he had no scruples in the Emperor's service. "Napoleon is my God," he would say; or "I do not regret my exile, since it places me close to the noblest of created beings." He had even the complaisance to
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